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Anna Karenina
Leo Tolstoy,

retold by Margaret Tarner

Human Interest/Romance 
History/Politics

The timeless story of Anna’s 
forbidden love for the dashing 
Count Vronsky.

Recommended for older readers.

120pp British English 978 1 4050 8724 7

Availability: Worldwide Age 17+

Bleak House
Charles Dickens,
retold by Florence Bell

Human Interest/Romance/Crime/Detection

‘“Your mother, Esther, was your disgrace 
and you are hers.” These words were 
Esther’s earliest memory. But who was 
Esther’s mother? What was the disgrace? 
And why did the ghost walk at Chesney 
Wold?’

Three young people meet for the first time 
in the High Court of Chancery. They are 
the latest victims to be caught up in the 
court case of Jarndyce versus Jarndyce.

128pp British English    978 1 4050 7321 9

Availability: Worldwide Age 16+

The Creative Impulse 
and Other Stories
W. Somerset Maugham,
retold by John Milne

Short Stories/Human Interest 

Maugham, the gifted observer of 
human behaviour, tells the stories 
of The Creative Impulse, The Round 
Dozen and Jane.

Recommended for older readers.

80pp British English 978 1 4050 7322 6

Availability: Worldwide, ex. US, its territories and 

dependencies and the Philippines. Age 16+

The Cut-glass Bowl 
and Other Stories
F. Scott Fitzgerald,
retold by Margaret Tarner

Short Stories/Human Interest/Romance

Five short stories set in America 
in the 1920s and 1940s: The Cut-glass 
Bowl, Bernice Bobs Her Hair, Gretchen’s 
Forty Winks, Magnetism and Three Hours 
Between Planes. 

Recommended for older readers.

80pp British English 978 1 4050 7323 3

Availability: Worldwide, ex. US, its territories and 

dependencies, Canada and the Philippines. Age 16+

The Grapes of Wrath
John Steinbeck,
retold by Michael Paine

Human Interest/Adventure/History

Steinbeck’s most powerful novel 
describes the lives of a homeless farming 
family as they travel across America in the 
Great Depression of the 1930s. The family 
face hardship and hostility every step of 
the way as they struggle to survive in a 
country where kindness seems no longer 
to exist.

144pp British English 978 0 2300 3105 0

Availability: Only available in certain countries – please 

see website for details.   Age 14+

Great Expectations
Charles Dickens,
retold by Florence Bell

Human Interest/Romance

‘“Quiet, you little devil! Keep still – or 
I’ll cut your throat!” “Oh, don’t cut my 
throat, sir!” I cried. “Please don’t!” “Tell 
me your name,” the man growled. “Pip, 
sir, Pip!” I answered.’ 

One windy evening, eight-year-old Pip 
meets an escaped convict. Shortly 
afterwards, he visits the strange Miss 
Havisham. Pip is told he has ‘great 
expectations’.

96pp British English 978 1 4050 7682 1  

Availability: World wide Age 16+

3 Audio CDs and Extra Exercises available for selected titles        Beautifully illustrated throughout        80–144 pages       2,200 key words
Background information notes        Points for Understanding questions        Glossaries         Online support        

Upper Intermediate Level Council of Europe level: B2
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L. A. Movie
Philip Prowse

Humour/Crime/Detection/Adventure/
Thriller/Spy

Another mystery for Lenny Samuel... 

The private detective is hired to 
investigate threats made to a famous film 
actress.

Lenny joins the film crew on location in 
Hollywood, Buenos Aires and Istanbul as 
he tries to stay out of trouble and solve 
the case.

128pp British English 978 1 4050 7711 8

Availability: Worldwide Age 16+

Daisy Miller
Henry James

www.macmillanenglish.com/readers

Use your Macmillan 
Essential Dictionary 
with this book.

I S B N 978-0-2300-2686-5

9 7 8 0 2 3 0 0 2 6 8 6 5

Middlemarch
George Eliot

Middlemarch
George Eliot,
retold by Margaret Tarner

History/Politics/Romance

When the young Dorothea Brooke marries 
the ageing scholar, Edward Casaubon, the 
people of Middlemarch believe that no good 
will come of it. Dorothea quickly grows 
unhappy and bored. Then she begins a 
friendship with Casaubon’s young cousin, 
Will Ladislaw. Meanwhile, the beautiful but 
spoilt Rosamond Vincey pursues the idealistic 
Dr Lydgate. Lydgate is determined not to get 
married, but Rosamond has other ideas…

Recommended for older readers.

144pp British English 978 0 2300 2686 5

Availability: Worldwide Age 14+

Mine Boy
Peter Abrahams,
retold by Rod Nesbitt

Human Interest

A story which describes the hardships 
endured by a young Zulu migrant 
worker. 

Xuma sees the cruelty of the bosses of 
the mine where he works, the squalor 
of the township where he lives, and the 
wealthy lifestyle of the white people 
in the city. He begins to question the 
racial injustices which surround him.

Recommended for older readers.

96pp British English 978 1 4050 7326 4

Availability: Worldwide Age 17+

The Mistress of Spices
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni,
retold by Anne Collins

Human Interest/Romance/
Myths/Legends/Folklore/Human Interest/
Romance

Tilo owns a shop in Oakland, California, 
where she sells herbs and spices. But 
Tilo isn’t just a shopkeeper, she is 
also The Mistress of Spices. With her 
knowledge of the spices’ secret powers, 
this high priestess of wisdom and magic 
helps customers find answers to the 
questions of life, loss and loneliness.

96pp British English   978 1 4050 7327 1

Availability: Worldwide, ex. US, its dependencies, the 

Philippines and Canada. Age 16+

Daisy Miller
Henry James

www.macmillanenglish.com/readers

Use your Macmillan 
Essential Dictionary 
with this book.

I S B N 978-0-2300-2687-2

9 7 8 0 2 3 0 0 2 6 8 7 2

Moby Dick
Herman Melville

Moby Dick
Herman Melville,
retold by John Escott

Adventure/Travel/History

Ishmael and his friend join the crew of 
the whaling ship the Pequod, unaware 
that its captain, the mysterious Ahab, 
is out for revenge. His plan is to pursue 
and kill the vicious white whale, Moby 
Dick, and no one can stop him.

112pp American English 978 0 2300 2687 2

Availability: Worldwide Age 14+

Macbeth
William Shakespeare,
retold by Margaret Tarner

Mystery/Human Interest/Thriller

Shakespeare’s Scottish story of witchcraft 
and murder is probably one of his darkest 
works. Macbeth’s bloody rise to power is 
encouraged by his wife, Lady Macbeth. Like 
her husband, Lady Macbeth’s ambition leads 
her into a dark world of guilt and madness 
which slowly destroys their marriage, and 
ends in tragedy.

120pp British English 978 0 2304 02232

Availability: Worldwide Age 14+
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Our Mutual Friend
Charles Dickens,
retold by Margaret Tarner

Human Interest/Crime/Detection

‘As the boat moved silently over the 
water, the thing at the end of the rope 
always followed. Sometimes it pulled 
away like something alive. For the thing 
that followed at the end of the rope was 
the body of a drowned man.’

Dickens’ sinister story of murder and 
mystery set in London in the 1860s.

128pp British English 978 1 4050 7329 5

Availability: Worldwide Age 16+

Our Mutual Friend
Charles Dickens,
retold by Margaret Tarner

Human Interest/Crime/Detection

always followed. Sometimes it pulled 
away like something alive. For the thing 
that followed at the end of the rope was 
the body of a drowned man.’

mystery set in London in the 1860s.

128pp British English 978 1 4050 7329 5

Availability: Worldwide Age 16+

Rebecca
Daphne du Maurier, 
retold by Margaret Tarner

Romance/Crime/Detection

The heroine meets and falls in love with 
Maxim de Winter, a rich Englishman whose 
beautiful wife has recently died under 
tragic circumstances. To her surprise and 
joy, Maxim proposes to her and they return 
to live in Manderley, his beautiful house in 
Cornwall. But Rebecca, Maxim’s first wife, 
still dominates him and the house.

144pp British English 978 1 4050 7713 2

Availability: Worldwide, ex. US, its territories and 

dependencies. Age 16+

Vanity Fair
William Makepeace Thackeray, 
retold by Margaret Tarner

Human Interest/Romance

Thackeray’s classic story of Becky Sharp’s 
rise from rags to riches.

Recommended for older readers.

144pp British English 978 1 4050 8392 8

Availability: Worldwide Age 17+

Weep Not, Child
Ngugi wa Thiong’o

Human Interest/Adventure/Thriller/Spy

In this story by a world-famous African 
writer, young Njoroge believes that 
education is the key to success in 
his life. As he grows up, however, 
political events and personal tragedy 
are destined to shatter his hopes and 
beliefs.

96pp British English 978 1 4050 7331 8

Availability: Worldwide Age 17+

Of Mice and Men 
John Steinbeck,
retold by Martin Winks

Human Interest/History

The tragic story of George and Lennie, 
who move from one farm to another, 
looking for work. George is clever but 
Lennie’s size and slowness are always 
getting him into trouble. One day the 
two men get a job on a farm. Things are 
going well until they meet the unhappy 
wife of the farm foreman, Curley. Then 
Curley’s wife tries to become friendly 
with Lennie...

112pp British English 978 0 2300 3106 7

Availability: Only available in certain countries – 

please see website for details.    Age 14+

Officially Dead
Richard Prescott

Crime/Detection/Adventure/
Thriller/Spy/Romance

Colin Fenton and his wife run a 
software company, but only Colin 
knows that the business is £10,000 in 
debt. When a chance meeting leads 
him to an offer that will, he thinks, 
quickly solve all his problems, he 
accepts. But he loses the gamble and 
subsequently his identity, leaving his 
wife to try to prove whether or not he is 
officially dead.

112pp British English 978 1 4050 7684 5

Availability: Worldwide Age 16+
 


